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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-14 have been rejected in response to application filed 09/26/2003. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 1 objected to because of the following informalities: Line 1 of claim 1 
recites "device in which method". "Method" should be deleted for readability purposes 
and rewritten as "device in which". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Venolia 
et al (US Patent 6573844 B1), hereinafter, "Venolia". 

As for claim 1, Venolia teaches a method for using an electronic device (column 
5 lines 23-26, "PDA") in which method 



Application/Control Number: 10/672,458 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2176 

a user controls said electronic device by inputting a separate information unit by 
using input elements of a dynamic I/O arrangement belonging to a user interface of the 
electronic device (column 5 lines 54-56, column 5 line 63 through column 6 line 9) 

after each input the information unit is identified and it is verified if it is possible to 
predict which will be a next information unit to be input (column 6 lines 44-45) 

if the prediction of the information unit is successful at least one of input elements 
in the user interface of the electronic device is emphasized (column 6 lines 44-59). 

As to claim 2, Venolia teaches whereby the input of the information unit is fulfilled 
by a press of a separate key belonging to the user interface (column 6 lines 4-9). 

As to claim 3, Venolia teaches where the dynamic I/O arrangement comprises a 
touch display or a projection keyboard (column 5 lines 26-27, Figure 2 reference 
character 404, "soft keyboard"). 

As to claim 4, Venolia teaches where a size of an input element on the touch 
display is enlarged if the input element is predicted to be used next (column 6 lines 55- 
59). 

As to claim 5, Venolia teaches where the size of a separate input element 
is determined by the predicted probability of the use of the input element (column 6 
lines 55-59). 
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As to claim 6, Venolia teaches an electronic device (PDA) comprising 
a means for processing ("processing unit", Figure 1 reference character 21) and 

saving information ("system memory", Figure 1 reference character 22) 

a means for inputting an information unit in the electronic device by an input 

element of a dynamic I/O arrangement (column 5 lines 54-56, column 5 line 63 through 

column 6 line 9) 

a means for assessing, whether it is possible after the input of the information 
unit to predict which is the next information unit to be input and (column 6 lines 44-45) 

a means for emphasizing the predicted input element in the dynamic I/O 
arrangement (column 6 lines 44-59). 

As to claim 7, Venolia teaches where the input element is defined by an area on 
a touch display or a projection keyboard (column 5 lines 26-27, Figure 2 reference 
character 404, "soft keyboard"). 

As to claim 8, Venolia teaches where the input element on the touch display or 
projection keyboard is enlarged, if the input element is predicted to be used next 
(column 6 lines 55-59). 

As to claim 9, Venolia teaches where a size of a separate input element is 
defined on the basis how probable it is to be used next (column 6 lines 55-59). 
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As to claim 10, Venolia teaches the electronic device which is a cellular terminal 
or PDA (column 5 lines 39-41 ). 

Claim 1 1 is rejected under the same reasoning as claim 1 . 

Claim 12 is rejected under the same reasoning as claim 2. 

As to claim 13, Venolia teaches where the emphasizing of the input element is 
fulfilled by enlarging the size of the input element (column 6 lines 55-59). 

As to claim 14, Venolia teaches where the program is saved on an information 
carrier (column 8 lines 64-67, "CD-ROM"). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record on Form PTO 892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrea N. Long whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1055. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Thurs 7:30 am to 5:00 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon can be reached on 571-272-4136. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Andrea N. Long 
12/19/2006 



WILLIAM BASMORE 
PRIMARY EXAWWER 



